
A parent’s guide to the new computing curriculum 

“Help! My child is starting to code...”

The curriculum has three parts: digital literacy, information technology and 

computer science. In Key Stage 1, lessons include understanding basic 

algorithms while Key Stage 2 students get to design and debug programs, for 

example. By Key Stage 3, young people have progressed to using two or more 

programming languages. Digital safety is taught at all ages.

You can find full details of the curriculum on the 

Department for Education website at www.gov.uk

What is your child learning about digital technology at school?

Don’t dismiss it as less important than “proper subjects”. Although not all future 

jobs will require advanced developer skills, they will expect confident use of 

technology. Understanding computing will be as fundamental to your child’s 

employability as maths and English.

Encourage hobbies like code clubs, film-making and blogging. These can be 

valuable and fun ways for children to explore different uses for computers and 

discover new technologies.

TTake the My Tech Family quiz with your child to discover their digital learning 

style, then have a go at something on the Fun Things to Try list. You’ll find them 

both on the Vodafone Digital Parenting website at 

www.vodafone.com/parents/mytechfamily

How can you help?
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Whilst some young people will go on to use specialist coding skills, 

many will find they need computing know-how for any job, from 

fashion to journalism, finance to health. Who knows what jobs the 

generation of 2028 school leavers will be going for? 

Read more about the careers of the future on the Vodafone Digital 

Parenting website at 

www.vodafone.com/parents/careers_in_coding 

Where will this lead?
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CSS3

.NET
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Check out the digitalskills.com website at 

www.digitalskills.com 

Have a go at our Fun Things To Try list at 

www.vodafone.com/parents/fun_things_to_try 

MaMake the most of the free coding resources available 

online, like Codecademy at www.codecademy.com, 

Code.org at  www.code.org and BBC Make It Digital at 

www.bbc.co.uk/makeitdigital

Feeling left behind?

www.vodafone.com/parents/decoding_code

